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Fusing spoken word and melodic beats,
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the project. A natural talent, Boykin freely
shares all she is in her written word,
delivering a beautiful insight into who she is
and what she hopes to accomplish. Our

conversation explores her beginnings and
what she sees as the future for the art that
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is spoken word.

What was the first thing you can remember
writing?

| started writing many moons ago. | don’t
exactly remember the first writing as in a song
or a poem but | have kept a diary since | was
around 13 years old. | love writing.

Did you share it with others or was it just for
yourself?

| used to teach the choirs that | played for the
songs that | had either written or arranged. The
songs were always well received. This was
great encouragement for me.

Lesa, to already have a spoken word cd out at
your age is an incredible achievement. Tell us
what led to taking that step and why did you
think your voice needed to be heard?

| had experience a lot of emotional pain in my
life and | felt that if | didn’t let it out that | was
going to die. It was just that serious. | felt like |
was running for my life.

There are many people out there who like to
write, whether its poetry or lyrics but they are
afraid of sharing them with others. Did you ever
experience that type of fear and if you did, how
did you overcome it?

After | survived the emotional battles that |
experienced, | came to the conclusion there
wasn’'t anything else to be afraid of. Been there,
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done that. You just have to get to the point
where you are running for your life. It's crucial in
living the best life possible.

| have listened to your cd BE INSPIRED and
was both impressed by it and amazed at your
growth as a poet. The tracks seem to be quite
personal. Was it hard for you to share so much
of yourself with the world?

At first, | struggled with one of my spoken word
pieces, “I've Been Focusing on the Wrong
Things,” because it has never been my intention
to embarrass or shame my birth parents. All at
the same time, | had to give a truthful account of
my experiences. And the thing about truth is
that it ain’t all good. More importantly than
discussing the rejection | felt surrounding my
adoption, | wanted to convey the love that was
shown to me by my grandmother. | wanted to
thank God for the lessons she taught me. |
wasted time focusing on the wrong things, like
the pain instead of the plan. | felt compelled to
share the lessons learned.

Walk us through the collaborations that took
place to get the cd together?

The “Be Inspired” project completely consumed
me. | kept my lap top on my bed and would
wake up during the night and start writing. It felt
so good to put 100% effort into my dream. For a
great deal of my life, | had felt numb but when |
started this project, | felt alive. It was a beautiful
experience. Going to the studio several times a
week, listening to the master CD to make sure
that the music was in order, designing the CD
cover, getting the photographs taken, securing
rights to photographs and music and planning
the debut concert completely consumed me. |
felt so alive and it was beautiful.

It's one thing to go into the studio and record,
but getting up in front of others and sharing
ourselves live. Do you remember the first time
you got on stage and how has that process
evolved for you?

| remember playing the piano for my
kindergarten teacher. She was impressed and
told Mama that she thought | had a gift and
should take lessons. When | was ten | started
playing piano for a church and have throughout
the years. For the most part, I'm real
comfortable on stage. However, there are a few
times when my leg starts shaking. I'm like,
“what in the world is going on?” But, | just ignore
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it and keep on singing. It eventually stops. It's
actually quite funny.

Lesa, poetry doesn't get the kind of attention
that other forms of entertainment might. When
you listen to some of those in the neo-soul
movement like Jill Scott, Maxwell, India.Arie,
Musiqg Soulchild and others, why do you think
they aren't able to reach the levels of other
mainstream artists?

| think the people that you mentioned are deep
thinkers and quite frankly, many times the
mainstream media is not looking for deep
thinkers. But it's changing because deep
thinking artists are standing together saying we
want music with substance and character,
music that means something. Music that will
stand the test of time. C.A. , don’t get me
started with this one. Whew!

What's next for you?

Well, I am in the process of releasing another
CD. It will drop within a year from now,
prayerfully. Also, | have been developing a
cartoon that I'm very excited about. | have just
about completed drawing the main characters.
It's so cool but | can’t really talk about it yet.

Can you tell us what you would like to do with
your poetry that maybe you haven't been able to
so far?

| would like to perform my poetry around the
world. | also want to publish a book of poetry.
We’'ll see what happens.

How can others find out about your events and
purchase your cd?

| keep my website updated with all of the latest
news. Just visit www.lesaboykin.com for more
info. As always, my CD may be purchased
through my website but currently you may visit
Music-Go-Round in Clinton and Borders located
on Lakeland Blvd in Flowood to purchase a

copy.

Thank you for your time, Lesa. Do you have any
words of encouragement for others who might
want to follow the path you have blazed?
People say it all the time but it's really true .
Don't give up. Also, get out and read your
poetry and perform your music for people. You
never know how it might inspire them. Better
yet, you never know how the experience might
inspire you.

http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewarticle.asp?Authorl D=21877& id=23699 (4 of 5)6/11/2008 9:31:42 PM



LesaBoykin Interview (article) by CONVERSATIONS MAGAZINE on AuthorsDen

Web Site: Official
website for Lesa

Boykin

Want to review or comment on this article?
Click here to login!

Need a FREE Reader Membership?
Click here for your Membership!

Bookmark this page to your Favorites
Featured Authors | New to AuthorsDen? | Add AuthorsDen to your Site

Share AD with your friends | Need Help? | About us

Problem with this page? Report it to AuthorsDen
© AuthorsDen, Inc. All rights reserved.

http://www.authorsden.com/visit/viewarticle.asp?Authorl D=21877&id=23699 (5 of 5)6/11/2008 9:31:42 PM


http://www.authorsden.com/link/externalsiteredirect.asp?authorID=21877&ref=/visit/viewarticle.asp?id=23699&destURL=http://www.lesaboykin.com
http://www.authorsden.com/link/externalsiteredirect.asp?authorID=21877&ref=/visit/viewarticle.asp?id=23699&destURL=http://www.lesaboykin.com
http://www.authorsden.com/link/externalsiteredirect.asp?authorID=21877&ref=/visit/viewarticle.asp?id=23699&destURL=http://www.lesaboykin.com
http://www.authorsden.com/author_login.asp?refURL=%2Fvisit%2Fviewarticle%2Easp%3Fid%3D23699
http://www.authorsden.com/reg/join.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/a.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/b.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/c.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/d.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/e.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/f.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/g.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/h.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/i.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/j.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/k.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/l.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/m.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/n.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/o.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/p.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/q.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/r.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/s.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/t.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/u.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/v.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/w.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/x.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/y.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/abc/z.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/visit/featuredauthors.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/authors.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/web/links.html
http://www.authorsden.com/customerservice/recommend.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/visit/faq.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/company/index.asp
http://www.authorsden.com/includes/linkreport2.asp?userid=&scriptname=%2Fvisit%2Fviewarticle%2Easp%3FAuthorID%3D21877%26id%3D23699

	authorsden.com
	Lesa Boykin Interview (article) by CONVERSATIONS MAGAZINE on AuthorsDen


	NBPCKPELCMKKDIJLFGNBANMCFGPPNMMA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: partner-pub-1459714503881584:xts894-nuxr
	f2: FORID:10
	f3: 

	f4: Search
	f5: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 21877
	f4: CONVERSATIONS  MAGAZINE

	f5: 




